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When a decedent does not leave a legally binding will, this state is called dying intestate. The estate of a
decedent (an estate is the sum of the decedent's property), who dies intestate is distributed according to
the intestacy laws where the decedent was domiciled and/or where the decedent owned real property.
Federal law leaves the creation of intestacy laws largely up to the states. Consequently, intestacy laws
and judicial decisions vary from state to state. Intestacy statutes basically "create" a will for the
decedent if the individual died intestate.


